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INTERNATIONAL BIOCHAR CONFERENCE EXPLORES SECURITY AND SUSTAINABILITY OF ITS CARBON-NEGATIVE SOLUTION
Newcastle, UK/Washington, DC, October 1 – The 2nd international conference on biochar will be held September 8-10, 2008, in Newcastle-Gateshead, UK.  The Conference will explore prospects for biochar as a stable means of soil carbon storage and the only carbon-negative biomass energy production system.  The biochar production system promises to reduce the world’s dependence on fossil fuels while restoring soil fertility, enhancing soil productivity, and reducing atmospheric concentrations of the greenhouse gases that cause global warming.  

Biochar production systems use up to half the carbon in the biomass feedstock for bio-energy production, with the remainder captured in a fine-grain, porous char. This differs from other forms of bio-energy use that lack carbon capture and emit resulting carbon into the atmosphere. 

Applied as a soil enhancer, the highly organic carbon-intensive biochar improves the structure, water retention capacity, fertility, and carbon sequestration of degraded soils.  The enhanced nutrient retention capacity of the soil not only reduces the total fertilizer requirements, but also the environmental damage associated with fertilizers, including nitrous oxide emissions, phosphorus runoff into surface waters, and nitrogen leaching into groundwater.  Further, and most importantly, biochar is relatively inert, with most of it remaining in the soil for orders of magnitudes longer than any other organic amendments. 
This means that biochar offers one of the few tools available for removing carbon from the atmosphere, making it one of the only carbon-negative renewable energy options at our disposal today.  
The ability to improve soil quality has been most dramatically demonstrated in the Terra Preta (“dark earth”) soils of South America, where fertile islands of char-containing soils, dating back thousands of years, are found throughout the Amazon basin.  Through the International Biochar Initiative (IBI), scientists, engineers, farmers, and advocates are collaborating to show that such fertile soils can be reproduced, building on this ancient biochar technology. 

The 2008 Conference of the International Biochar Initiative (IBI) will bring together experts from around the world to review progress on biochar production and utilization; biochar research, development, and demonstration breakthroughs; discuss policy and educational progress and gaps; and develop strategies for accelerating the development and deployment of biochar to help mitigate global warming.  Further information on the 2008 Conference is available at the IBI website at:  www.biochar-international.org. 
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